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 This study explores students’ understanding of settings in folklore, focusing 

on Ande-Ande Lumut by Tira Ikranegara in the context of literature learning. 

By using naturalistic qualitative methods, this study allows for direct 

observation without manipulation. Data collection involved participant 

observation, in-depth interviews with students and teachers, and analysis of 

students’ reflections. The study’s findings revealed that textual elements, 

personal experiences, social interactions, and teaching strategies influenced 

students’ understanding of setting. Unlike previous text-based studies, this 

study highlights the natural process that students experience in constructing 

meaning about setting in a classroom setting. The results showed that 

students understood setting better when they related it to real-life 

experiences, while group discussions significantly improved their 

understanding. Teachers played a significant role in guiding students through 

reflective questions and experiential learning. This study provides new 

insights into literature education by emphasizing the importance of 

interactive and experiential learning approaches. The findings have 

implications for developing literature teaching methods that encourage 

deeper engagement and contextual understanding rather than memorizing 

intrinsic elements. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The setting in a story is one of the intrinsic elements that plays an important role in providing 

context to the events that occur (Jamaluddin et al., 2022; Helida et al., 2023; Quiñonez & Mendoza, 2024). 

The setting includes aspects of time, place, and atmosphere, which shape the reader's experience in 

understanding the story. The existence of the setting not only functions as a background, but also plays a 

role in creating a sense of realism and building the reader's emotional involvement with the storyline 

(Prawiyogi et al., 2023; Leekhot et al., 2024). The setting in literary works can be categorized into three 

types, places commonly known to readers, places that are less well-known, and imaginary places (Artasia 

et al., 2022; Riberio, 2023; Jeon et al., 2024). In the context of literature learning in schools, students' 
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understanding of the setting of a story is often subjective and dependent on individual interpretation 

(Karim et al., 2023; Leekhot et al., 2024; Cadiz et al., 2024). The 2013 Curriculum, especially in the Basic 

Competencies (KD) for grade XII, emphasizes the importance of students’ ability to identify intrinsic and 

extrinsic elements of a literary work, including the setting. However, in practice, students’ understanding 

of the setting often does not only depend on the text, but is also influenced by their experiences, cultural 

backgrounds, and social interactions in the learning process (McIntyre-Mills et al., 2023; Pujono et al., 

2024). Therefore, a research approach is needed that can reveal how students understand, feel, and 

construct the meaning of the setting in folklore naturally in their learning environment (Kurutas, 2023; 

Vercaruz et al., 2023; Sugiarto et al., 2025). 

This study uses a naturalistic qualitative method, which emphasizes direct observation in a natural 

context without manipulation. Thus, this study not only focuses on text analysis, but also explores how 

students actively interpret the setting in the Ande-Ande Lumut folktale by Tira Ikranegara through 

classroom interactions (G. Wang & Li, 2022; Ripamonti, 2023; Sriyono, 2024). Data collection 

techniques are carried out through participatory observation, in-depth interviews with students and 

teachers, and analysis of student reflections on the setting in the story. Different from previous studies 

that mostly used text analysis approaches, this study seeks to understand the natural process of how 

students construct meaning towards settings in real learning environments (Tania & Hermaliza, 2021; Lu 

et al., 2024; Isaeva et al., 2025). For example, research by  found 17 settings of place and 27 settings of 

time in the novel Menggapai Mentari by Anastasya Elisa Herman, while research by  found 6 settings of 

place and 3 settings of time in the novel Daun yang Jatuh Tidak Pernah Membenci Angin by Tere Liye 

(Sonjaya, 2022). Although these studies provide insight into the elements of setting in literary texts, their 

approaches are still descriptive text-based and do not observe how the setting is understood by readers in 

real learning situations (G. Wang & Li, 2022; Wong & Oh, 2023; Tovar-Gálvez, 2023). 

As a cultural expression, folklore is closely related to the social life of society. Folklore reflects 

various aspects of life, including beliefs, ethics, family systems, and social values (Cholilalah, Rois Arifin, 

2020; Rizqiyah, 2024; Mathias & Standal, 2025). Adding that folklore also functions as an educational 

medium that provides insight into local traditions and wisdom. Therefore, students' understanding of the 

setting in folklore does not only depend on the textual aspect, but also on their social experiences in 

understanding the cultural values contained in the story (Hsu et al., 2024; Ruiz & Gallagher, 2025). 

This study aims to analyze how students understand, interpret, and apply the concept of setting in 

folklore through their interactions in class (Chou et al., 2022; Dina Mardiana et al., 2022; Wahyudi & 

Edward, 2024). By using a naturalistic qualitative approach, this study can provide new insights into how 

literary learning occurs naturally, as well as how students construct meaning from the setting of folklore 

based on their experiences, discussions, and social interactions in learning (Worachak et al., 2023; Lungu 

& Munteanu, 2025). 

Based on previous research that has been done, there is a gap analysis of this research. Judging 

from the focus of the research, previous research analyzed the values of local wisdom silih asih, silih asih, 

silih asah, silih asuh in the folklore “Telaga Warna”. While this study analyzes how students understand 

the setting in the Ande-Ande Lumut folklore in literature learning in schools (Annisa et al., 2022; Ngangga 

Saputra et al., 2023; Y. Wang & Wu, 2023). Then the gap is also seen from the background of the research, 

previous research highlights the cultural and value aspects in folklore, while this study focuses more on 

the educational aspect and how students understand the intrinsic elements of the story (Fawwaz, 2024; 

Syam et al., 2024; Spaska et al., 2025). Then seen from the method and object of research, where previous 

research is more oriented towards analyzing folklore texts, while this study is oriented towards student 

understanding in the context of learning. And in terms of the object of research, both of these studies use 

the same folklore, but from different regions so that they have differences in content analysis and their 

implications (Pornpimon et al., 2014; Kiraga, 2023). 

This study presents a novelty with a naturalistic qualitative approach that examines how students 

understand the setting in Ande-Ande Lumut through social interactions, personal experiences, and teacher 

learning strategies in a real context (Casillano, 2024; Lamuda et al., 2024; Triani et al., 2024). Not only 

focusing on text analysis, this study highlights how the understanding of intrinsic elements develops 
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through an interactive, experience-based approach. This study also reveals the role of teachers in guiding 

students to understand the setting through discussion, reflection, and learning methods that are more 

effective than conventional techniques (Aini & Nugraheni, 2021; Tada et al., 2023; Alwiya & Erni, 2024). 

By connecting students' understanding of the setting with their real experiences, this study contributes to 

the development of a more contextual and meaningful literary learning model. In addition, the selection 

of Ande-Ande Lumut as the object of study provides a new perspective in understanding the elements of 

the setting of Javanese folklore, complementing previous studies that focused more on the aspect of 

cultural values in Telaga Warna (Cahyani et al., 2021; Sirait & Ratti, 2024; Suryani Suryani et al., 2024). 

This study has significant implications for literature education, teaching methods, and cultural 

preservation in school learning. In literature learning, this study shows that students' understanding of the 

setting in folklore is not only limited to the textual aspect, but also develops through social interaction 

and personal experience, thus requiring more interactive, discussion-based, and reflective learning 

methods so that students can construct the meaning of the setting in more depth (Jang et al., 2016; 

Ndatyapo et al., 2024; Chumburidze et al., 2023). In terms of teaching strategies, the findings of this study 

emphasize the importance of the role of teachers in guiding students through dynamic learning techniques, 

such as group discussions, reflection on experiences, and exploratory methods, which have proven to be 

more effective in improving students' understanding of the intrinsic elements of the story in a contextual 

and meaningful way (Kusairi et al., 2022; Asmayawati et al., 2024; Perkins, 2024). In addition, this study 

can be the basis for the development of a literature curriculum that emphasizes the relationship between 

the intrinsic elements of the text and students' life experiences, so that learning becomes more applicable 

in everyday life. In terms of cultural preservation, this study contributes to efforts to maintain Indonesian 

oral literature by making Ande-Ande Lumut the object of study, which allows students to understand 

folklore in a more effective way and increase their appreciation of cultural heritage, so that the values 

contained in folklore can continue to be passed on to future generations (Noviana et al., 2023; Ho et al., 

2024; Dyah et al., 2025). 

This research has high urgency in the context of literature education and folklore teaching, 

especially in facing the increasingly growing challenges of learning. Literature learning in schools still 

focuses on theoretical text analysis without involving students' experiences and social interactions, so that 

their understanding of intrinsic elements, especially the setting, is limited and less meaningful (Suri & 

Chandra, 2021; Erkkilä et al., 2023; Schwartz et al., 2023). Therefore, a new, more contextual approach 

is needed so that students can construct the meaning of the setting more deeply. In addition, many teachers 

still use conventional methods that are one-way without actively guiding students in understanding the 

setting, so that more reflective and interactive teaching strategies need to be explored for more effective 

learning. The lack of studies that link understanding of the setting with students' social interactions and 

personal experiences is also a gap that needs to be filled, considering that previous studies tend to focus 

on text analysis without paying attention to how intrinsic elements are understood in real learning 

situations (Lobo, 2023; Nurdauletova et al., 2024; Pastera, 2024). Furthermore, in the midst of 

globalization and digitalization, appreciation for folklore is decreasing among the younger generation, so 

innovative teaching strategies are needed so that folklore remains relevant to the times and interesting for 

students. Thus, this research is urgent to be conducted in order to present a more contextual, interactive 

literature learning method that is able to increase students' appreciation of cultural heritage through a 

more meaningful understanding of intrinsic elements (Karami et al., 2020; Setiawan et al., 2021; 

Moghadas et al., 2023). 

The purpose of this study is to provide a deeper understanding of how students understand the 

setting in the Ande-Ande Lumut folktale in the context of literature learning (Dennis & Harrison, 2020; 

Okui et al., 2021; Akhmar et al., 2023). Specifically, this study attempts to analyze the process of students' 

understanding of the setting by considering social interactions, personal experiences, and learning 

strategies applied by teachers. In addition, this study aims to identify various factors that influence 

students' understanding of the setting, including previous reading experiences, teaching methods used, 

and the role of group discussions in developing their understanding (Arar et al., 2023; Widianingsih et 

al., 2023; Sugiarto et al., 2025). The role of teachers in guiding students is also an important aspect that 
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is studied, especially in exploring learning strategies that can improve students' understanding of the 

elements of the setting in folklore. Based on the findings of the study, this study is expected to contribute 

to the development of a more interactive and contextual literature learning model, which not only focuses 

on the presentation of intrinsic elements of the story, but also connects it to students' real experiences so 

that learning is more meaningful. In addition, this study provides new insights into the study of literature 

and Indonesian language education by presenting a more dynamic and experience-based perspective 

through a naturalistic approach, so that it can be a reference for the development of more effective and 

relevant literature teaching strategies to the needs of modern learning (Burns, 2015; Juliana Jaya et al., 

2020; Moreno-Cely et al., 2021). 

 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

This study uses a naturalistic qualitative method, which aims to understand students' understanding 

of the setting in the Ande-Ande Lumut folktale by Tira Ikranegara in a natural learning environment. The 

naturalistic approach allows research to be conducted in real situations without manipulation or intervention 

from the researcher (Huda et al., 2017; Zhang et al., 2023). This method focuses on the process, meaning, 

and experience of the subjects in understanding the concept of setting directly through their interactions in 

the classroom. The researcher acts as the main instrument in collecting data, by participating in classroom 

observations, interviews with students and teachers, and analyzing students' reflections on the setting in the 

story (Isabekova, 2021). 

The research was conducted in a school environment, especially in a class that was studying the 

Ande-Ande Lumut folktale. The subjects of the research consisted of (Zhang et al., 2023). Students who 

actively discussed and understood the setting in the folktale. Teachers as facilitators of literary learning 

who could provide additional insight into students' understanding. The selection of subjects was carried out 

by purposive sampling, namely selecting students and teachers who had experience or involvement in 

literary learning related to folktales (Ahmad et al., 2024). To ensure the validity of the data, this study 

applies several verification techniques. Triangulation, Comparing the results of observations, interviews, 

and documentation to ensure data consistency, comparing students' perceptions with teachers' views on 

background understanding. Member Checking, confirming the findings with research subjects (students 

and teachers) to ensure the accuracy of data interpretation (Isabekova, 2021). Audit Trail, All research 

processes, from data collection to analysis, are systematically documented to ensure transparency and 

objectivity (Peralta et al., 2025). 

Data collection techniques in this study were carried out through several main methods. 

Participatory Observation, Researchers observed how students understood the setting in folklore during the 

learning process in class (Moeis et al., 2022). Field notes were made to record student interactions in 

understanding the setting. Interviews were conducted with students to explore how they interpreted the 

setting of folklore based on their understanding (Awoke et al., 2025). Teachers were also interviewed to 

find out how learning strategies influenced students' understanding of the setting. The documents analyzed 

included student assignment results, teacher notes, and students' written reflections on the setting in 

folklore. Class documentation in the form of audio or video recordings can be used to complement 

observation data (Moeis et al., 2022). 

Data analysis in this study was conducted inductively, with the following steps. Data reduction by 

selecting data from observations, interviews, and documentation that are relevant to students' understanding 

of the setting (Moeis et al., 2023). Data presentation by organizing data in the form of interview transcripts, 

observation notes, and student reflections for further analysis. Conclusion drawing by identifying patterns, 

themes, or tendencies in students' understanding of the setting based on the data obtained (Juharyanto et al., 

2020). 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This study aims to understand how students interpret the setting in the Ande-Ande Lumut folktale 

by Tira Ikranegara in the context of literature learning in schools. Data were collected through classroom 

observations, interviews with students and teachers, and analysis of students' written reflections. The results 

of the study indicate that students' understanding of the setting is not only influenced by the content of the 

text, but also by personal experiences, social environment, and teaching strategies used by teachers. The 

following are the main findings of this study. 

Based on classroom observations and student interviews, it was found that students had varying 

understandings of the time setting in folklore. Most students could identify the time setting based on 

keywords in the text, such as “afternoon”, “night”, or “morning”. However, when asked to explain the 

meaning of the time setting in the context of the story, there were differences in understanding. Some 

students had difficulty understanding the role of the time setting in building the atmosphere. For example, 

in the quote “It was already afternoon, no one wanted to greet him, let alone help him feed or clothe him”. 

Students understood that the event took place in the afternoon, but when asked whether the afternoon had 

emotional implications in the story, some students were unable to answer clearly. Students who had 

previous experience reading folklore found it easier to understand the relationship between the time setting 

and the atmosphere. They were able to explain that the afternoon in the quote above shows the impression 

of loneliness and alienation of the character. 

Students showed diverse understanding of the setting in folklore. For example, when reading the 

section “In the past, the Kediri kingdom was hit by a terrible typhoon”. Some students understood that the 

setting of the kingdom in folklore is often historical but not entirely accurate. However, other students 

thought that this setting was imaginative because it was difficult to imagine how a typhoon disaster occurred 

in the context of an ancient kingdom. When group discussions were held, students were more active in 

providing interpretations of the setting. One student argued “Maybe the Kediri kingdom in this story is just 

a symbol of palace life in ancient times”. showing that students' understanding developed better when they 

could exchange views with peers rather than just reading the text individually. 

The setting of the atmosphere in students' personal experiences makes it easier to understand the 

setting of the atmosphere because they can relate it to personal experiences. In the quote “All the inhabitants 

of the palace were in a panic. A princess named Dewi Sekartaji was carried away by a tornado far into the 

sky”. Students can quickly identify that the atmosphere in this quote is panic. However, when asked to 

explain how this atmosphere affects the characters and the storyline, not all students are able to explain in 

depth. The role of teachers in helping understanding, Observations show that the teacher's teaching strategy 

greatly influences how students understand the setting of the atmosphere. In one learning session, the 

teacher asked students to imagine a similar situation in their lives, “Have you ever felt afraid when there 

was a strong wind or storm? How did it feel?” After this reflection, more students were able to explain that 

the panic atmosphere in the story can increase tension and influence the character's decisions. 

The results of the study showed that students' understanding of the setting in folklore was 

influenced by several factors. Previous reading experience, students who read folklore more often had a 

better understanding of narrative structure, including the setting of time, place, and atmosphere. Social 

interaction in group discussion classes helped students build a deeper understanding than reading texts 

individually. Teachers' teaching strategies, teachers who used question-and-answer techniques, reflection 

of experiences, and discussions were able to improve students' understanding of the setting more 

effectively. 

The findings of this study indicate that students' understanding of the setting in folklore is not 

determined by the story text, but is also influenced by personal experiences, social interactions, and learning 

strategies applied by teachers. This study successfully uncovers the natural process of students in 

understanding the setting, which cannot be found in previous studies that focus more on the analysis of 

intrinsic elements of literary texts. Unlike previous studies that only identify the setting as an intrinsic 

element in the text, this study emphasizes more on how students understand the setting in the context of 

classroom learning. 
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Table 1. Comparison with Previous Research 

Previous Research Research Focus Results 

Dina Nofriani (2018) 
Analyzing the setting in the novel 

Reaching for the Sun 
17 settings, 27 time settings 

Indah Putri Siregar & Eva 

Mizkar (2020) 

Analyzing the setting in the novel 

Fallen Leaves Never Hate the 

Wind 

6 settings, 3 time settings 

Ana Yuliati 
Analyzing the setting in the novel 

Cinta Itu Luka 
3 settings, 9 time settings 

Sujok & Elfin Alkautsar 
Analyzing the setting in the novel 

Direction Steps 
1 setting, 2 time settings 

Sinta, Wikanengsih, & 

Agus Priyanto (2021) 

Analyzing the setting in literary 

texts 

3 background places, 1 background 

time, 4 background atmospheres 

 

Observation results show that students find it easier to understand settings that are related to 

personal experiences. For example, in understanding the time setting, students can identify "afternoon" in 

the story, but need teacher guidance to understand that the time setting also plays a role in building the 

atmosphere of the story. In addition, group discussions in class have been shown to improve students' 

understanding of the setting and atmosphere. Some students initially thought that the setting in folklore was 

only imaginary, but through interactions with friends and teachers, they began to realize that the setting in 

folklore often has symbolic meanings related to the culture of the community. Observations also show that 

teachers have an important role in guiding students to understand the relationship between the setting and 

the meaning of the story. Learning strategies that involve reflection on personal experiences and questions 

and answers have been shown to be more effective than conventional methods that only rely on reading 

texts. 

This study provides new insights into literature learning by highlighting how students construct 

meaning towards the setting in folklore through a naturalistic approach. The results of the study indicate 

that students' understanding of the setting does not only depend on reading the text, but also develops 

through social interactions and their personal experiences. Learning strategies that involve discussion and 

reflection on experiences are proven to be more effective in helping students understand the setting more 

deeply than conventional learning methods. In addition, the setting in folklore is easier to understand when 

it is linked to students' real experiences, allowing them to construct meaning more contextually. Therefore, 

the results of this study can be used as a basis for developing a more experience-based literature learning 

method, where students not only memorize the intrinsic elements in the story, but also experience and 

understand the setting naturally in their classroom environment, so that learning becomes more meaningful 

and applicable. 

Based on previous research that has been conducted, there is a gap with this research reviewed from 

the findings and implications of the research. In previous research, the values of Silih Asih, Silih Asah, 

Silih Asuh were found in the story, with several prominent indicators such as responsibility, honesty, and 

enthusiasm (Yomantas, 2021; Kwon et al., 2025). These values can be used in character learning in schools. 

While in this study it was found that students' understanding of the setting was influenced by personal 

experience, social interaction, and teaching strategies. As well as group discussions and reflections on 

experiences increase students' understanding of the setting. So it can be concluded from the two findings of 

this study that previous research is more related to Character Education based on folklore, while this study 

is more related to how folklore is understood in the learning environment (Walton, 2012; Mulugo et al., 

2020). Then the gap is seen from the implication that previous research focuses more on cultural 

preservation, while this study is more on innovation in literary learning methods. 

This study presents a novelty in understanding the background of the Ande-Ande Lumut folktale 

through an interactive, reflective, and experience-based approach (Shamir-Inbal & Blau, 2016; Sumarwati, 
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2022). By emphasizing the role of social interaction, teacher teaching strategies, and reflection of student 

experiences, this study not only provides new insights into literary studies, but also contributes to the 

development of more contextual, innovative, and applicable learning methods. This makes this study not 

only relevant in the field of literature, but also in the development of more effective learning strategies to 

improve students’ understanding of the intrinsic elements of folklore (Perrotta et al., 2018). 

This study has broad implications in literature learning, teaching strategies, and the development 

of more innovative and contextual educational methods. In literature learning, this study confirms that 

students' understanding of the setting in folklore does not only depend on text analysis, but also develops 

through social interaction, personal experience, and teaching strategies applied by teachers (Perrotta et al., 

2018; Ruth, 2020; Pollock et al., 2024). Therefore, an exploratory approach that connects intrinsic elements 

with students' experiences needs to be applied so that their understanding is more meaningful. In terms of 

teaching strategies, the results of the study indicate that group discussions, reflection on experiences, and 

exploration of meaning are more effective than conventional methods that are one-way, so teachers need to 

apply more interactive and contextual methods in literature learning. In addition, the literature learning 

curriculum also needs to be designed to encourage active student involvement, considering that their 

personal experiences and social interactions play an important role in understanding the intrinsic elements 

of the story (Irjayanti & Lord, 2024). With an experience-based approach, students not only understand 

literature theoretically but can also apply it in real life. Furthermore, this study contributes to cultural 

preservation by proposing a more engaging learning method for students, where a deeper understanding 

through a reflective approach can increase their appreciation of folklore and encourage the preservation of 

Indonesian cultural heritage in a modern context. 

Although this study makes a significant contribution, there are several limitations that need to be 

considered. This study only focuses on the intrinsic elements of the setting in the Ande-Ande Lumut 

folktale, so it has not explored other elements such as plot, characters, or themes that also play an important 

role in literary learning and can provide more comprehensive insights. In addition, this study was conducted 

in one particular learning environment, which may not fully represent the experiences of students in various 

schools with different cultural backgrounds and teaching methods, so the generalization of the results of 

this study is still limited. Another limitation is that this study only observed students’ understanding in one 

learning period, without measuring the long-term impact of experiential learning strategies on the 

development of students’ literary understanding. Therefore, further research is needed to address these 

limitations by expanding the scope of the intrinsic elements studied, expanding the research context to 

various educational environments, and conducting longitudinal analysis to measure the effectiveness of 

learning strategies in the long term. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

In contrast to previous studies that focused on identifying background elements in literary texts, 

this study highlights the process of students' understanding of the background in the context of natural 

learning. By using a naturalistic qualitative method, this study successfully revealed that students' 

understanding of the background is greatly influenced by social interactions, previous reading experiences, 

and learning strategies applied by teachers. Thus, this study not only contributes to literary studies, but also 

to the field of education, especially in the development of literature teaching methods that are more 

experience-based and reflective. Further research is suggested to explore other intrinsic elements such as 

plot, characters, and themes in folklore in order to understand the relationship between elements in building 

the meaning of the story. In addition, studies in various learning contexts are needed to increase the validity 

of the results and the effectiveness of experience-based strategies. The development of a more systematic 

literature learning model is also important so that it can be applied widely through exploration of meaning, 

reflective discussion, and connecting intrinsic elements with students' experiences. Long-term research is 

needed to measure the sustainable impact of this method on literary appreciation and the improvement of 

students' critical and analytical thinking skills. 
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