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 The purpose of this study is to describe local culture along with its content 

analysis as a source of learning on the theme of my living environment in 

grade IV of Elementary School. This study is a qualitative approach study 

and uses a phenomenological design. The subjects in this study were 

teachers, grade IV students of Elementary School 18 Banawa and community 

leaders in Banawa sub-district. The data acquisition techniques used were 

observation, interviews, literature studies and documentation. This study 

uses data analysis techniques, namely data reduction, data presentation and 

drawing conclusions. Based on the results of research conducted at 

Elementary School 18 Banawa, local culture in Banawa sub-district that can 

be used as a source of learning are the gonggati folklore, posisani songs and 

pusentase tourism. This is evidenced by the gonggati folklore, posisani songs 

and pusentase tourism which are local cultures that are still known by some 

people and are local cultures that have not been included in learning in grade 

IV, namely in theme 1, theme 5, theme 7, theme 8 and theme 9 making the 

local culture of Kaili in Banawa sub-district a source of learning that is 

expected to maintain local culture from generation to generation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia is an archipelago stretching from Sabang to Merauke, with a diversity of ethnicities and 

languages. This diversity is reflected in diverse cultures, reflecting the lifestyle of people in each region 

(Hashmi et al., 2021; Hu et al., 2022; Cahayu et al., 2024). Culture comes from the word "budh" in 

Sanskrit which means reason (Visigalli, 2024; Kanata et al., 2024; Budiati et al., 2025). This word then 

developed into “budhi” (singular) and “budaya” (plural). Culture can be interpreted as the whole system 

of ideas, actions, and human works in community life, which are passed down from one generation to the 

next (Engeström & Sannino, 2021; Konno & Schillaci, 2021; Lin et al., 2022). Each region and tr ibe in 

Indonesia has its own unique culture, making it a valuable heritage. Central Sulawesi Province, which 

consists of eight districts, has its own unique culture that reflects the identity of its people (Linpo et al., 

2022; Millang et al., 2024; Nursima et al., 2024). One of the dominant tribes in Central Sulawesi is the 
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Kaili tribe (Sagala et al., 2021; Butudoka, 2022). This tribe has various forms of culture that are still 

preserved and often practiced by the local community, such as the Posisani regional song which reflects 

the values, traditions, and cultural identity of the Kaili tribe. Donggala Regency, especially Banawa 

District, is one of the areas in Central Sulawesi where the majority of the population is Kaili. In this area, 

there are various cultural heritages that have been passed down from generation to generation, ranging 

from folklore, arts, to historical heritage (Opabola et al., 2022; Benazir et al., 2023; Arief et al., 2024). 

Education rooted in culture has a strong philosophical foundation, so that the implementation of local 

culture as a learning resource can be one way to preserve this cultural heritage (Govender & Mudzamiri, 

2022; Socrates et al., 2023; Ikhsan et al., 2024). In the context of education, learning must have a clear 

basis so that it can run according to the expected goals. The curriculum currently used in Indonesia is the 

2013 Curriculum, which emphasizes the development of student character through active and contextual 

learning (Alvita et al., 2023; Amiruddin et al., 2023; Jaya et al., 2024). This curriculum has four main 

foundations, namely legal, empirical, theoretical, and philosophical. Empowerment of local wisdom as a 

learning resource is based on the philosophical aspect of the 2013 Curriculum, which emphasizes the 

importance of culture-based learning experiences so that students are able to understand, appreciate, and 

preserve the nation's culture (Aikenhead et al., 2017; Sakti et al., 2024; Jana et al., 2024). 

Learning at the elementary school level in the 2013 Curriculum applies a thematic approach, 

where the material is arranged based on a certain theme (Allee-Herndon et al., 2021; Ghunu, 2022; Ariska, 

2023). One of the themes taught in grade IV is "My Living Environment." This theme is relevant to local 

culture, considering that the culture of a region cannot be separated from the environment in which its 

people live (Febriandika & Gaida, 2021; Rusdi et al., 2023; Kwan et al., 2024). Therefore, the use of local 

culture in learning is expected to increase students' understanding of their own culture, while fostering a 

sense of pride and concern for the preservation of regional culture (Nie et al., 2021; Sabil et al., 2024; 

Haryono et al., 2025). Although there are many studies on the use of local culture as a learning resource 

(Muchlis et al., 2015; Halimah & Abdillah, 2021), there are still gaps in its implementation in elementary 

schools, especially in thematic learning (Cabral-Gouveia et al., 2023; Wahyuni et al., 2024). Based on the 

results of observations conducted on February 14, 2023 at Banawa 18 Elementary School, it was found 

that local culture had not been optimally utilized as a learning resource in learning the theme "My Living 

Environment." This was revealed through interviews with grade IV homeroom teachers and analysis of 

teacher Learning Implementation Plans. Previous studies have focused more on general cultural 

preservation, while this study focuses on the integration of Kaili culture as part of learning resources in 

elementary schools. The novelty in this study lies in the contextual approach that adapts local culture to 

learning based on the 2013 Curriculum. Thus, this study contributes to providing a new perspective on 

how culture can be used as an integral part of the learning process. In addition, this study can also be a 

reference for teachers in developing learning strategies that are more meaningful and closer to the daily 

lives of students. 

The urgency of this study is based on the phenomenon of decreasing attention to local culture 

amidst the flow of globalization and technological developments (Böhm et al., 2022; Kurniawan et al., 

2023). Today's young generation tends to be more familiar with global popular culture than with their 

own regional culture. Therefore, systematic efforts are needed to integrate local culture into formal 

education so that cultural values are maintained and can be passed on to future generations. Based on the 

background above, this study aims to identify the local Kaili culture as a learning resource in thematic 

learning. This study is expected to foster students' curiosity and concern for their local culture and prevent 

cultural extinction amidst increasingly modern developments. Thus, the results of this study can 

contribute to the development of learning models based on local culture and improve the quality of 

education in elementary schools. 
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RESEARCH METHODS 

This research method uses qualitative research using a phenomenological approach. Qualitative 

research is a study aimed at describing and analyzing phenomena, events, social activities, attitudes, beliefs, 

perceptions, thoughts of people individually or in groups (Bazen et al., 2021; Lim, 2024; Hiskay et al., 

2024). Qualitative research focuses on the power of the process and meaning so that the research results are 

in accordance with the facts in the field. Phenomenological design aims to understand the essence of an 

individual's deepest life experience of a phenomenon based on the individual's own perspective (Boadu, 

2021; Larsen & Adu, 2021; Bouzioti, 2023). The steps for conducting research using a phenomenological 

design are as follows: 1) Finding the phenomenon to be studied through qualitative research; 2) Analyzing 

the phenomena that have been found; 3) Determining the subjects studied and the real context; 4) Collecting 

data in the field; 5) Taking notes, or photos; 6) Analyzing data; 7) Writing a research report. The researcher 

chose this type and design of research in accordance with the nature and objectives of the research because 

he wanted to produce a list of local cultures along with an analysis of their content as a learning resource 

in elementary schools that would be the place of research. This research was conducted in the fourth grade 

of State Elementary School 18 Banawa, Banawa District, Donggala Regency. The subjects of this research 

were a teacher, a fourth grade student and a community leader who could be asked about the local Kaili 

culture.  

To obtain relevant data and in accordance with the research objectives, a preliminary study was 

conducted to understand the local Kaili culture and its relationship to learning in elementary schools. After 

that, a research proposal was prepared and permission was obtained from the relevant parties, and the 

research instruments were prepared. The data collection process involved conducting observations at the 

research location to understand the learning conditions and find elements of local culture that could be 

integrated. Conducting interviews with students, teachers, and community leaders to obtain information 

about the local Kaili culture related to learning. Collecting secondary data by conducting literature research 

related to Kaili culture and education policies in the 2013 Curriculum. Data analysis is the stage where data 

is collected by sorting information that is relevant to the research objectives. Finally, reporting data in 

narrative form and drawing conclusions based on the research results. 

In this study, data collection was carried out by means of observation, interviews, literature studies, 

and documentation. Observations were carried out by visiting research locations that have certain folklore, 

culture and history and offices or institutions that store archives that support the researcher's research as a 

direct participant. An interview is a meeting of two people to exchange information and ideas through 

questions and answers, so that meaning can be constructed in a particular topic (Bergelson et al., 2022; 

Anggraini et al., 2024; Heriberta et al., 2024). The interview technique in this study was carried out directly 

to several people related to the research, such as homeroom teachers, class students and community leaders. 

This interview was carried out using interview instruments in the form of questions about the local Kaili 

culture which will be used as learning resources.  

This literature study was conducted in order to collect data from documents or books related to the 

2013 curriculum and culture. Literature review is a written summary of articles from journals, books, and 

other documents that describe theories and information both past and present organizing the literature into 

topics and documents needed (Azzahra et al., 2024; Majeed et al., 2024; Tulyani, 2024). Documents in a 

broad sense are a process of proof based on any type of source, whether written, oral, pictorial or 

archaeological. Good and accurate data is data that has documentary evidence. So researchers use 

appropriate data to conduct research that proves that researchers have conducted research. 

The data analysis technique used is qualitative analysis. Qualitative data analysis is an effort made 

by working with data, organizing data, sorting it into manageable units, synthesizing it, searching for and 

finding patterns, and finding important things to learn, and deciding what can be told to others. The data 

analysis technique in this study was carried out using data reduction, presenting data and drawing 

conclusions that refer to theory. Qualitative analysis is carried out interactively and continues continuously 
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until complete, so that the data is saturated (Melisa et al., 2024; Octavia et al., 2024; Somantri et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, the data analysis technique will be explained as follows: 

 

1. Data Reduction 

The data obtained from the field is quite large in number, so it needs to be recorded carefully and 

in detail. For this reason, it is necessary to immediately carry out data analysis through data reduction. 

Reducing data means summarizing, selecting the main points, focusing on the important things (Khoviriza 

et al., 2024; Tabaku et al., 2025). 

 

2. Data presentation 

After the data is reduced, the next step is to present the data. Through the presentation of the data, 

the data is organized, arranged in a relationship pattern, so that it is easier to understand. 

 

3. Drawing conclusions 

The third step in qualitative data analysis is drawing conclusions and verification. The initial 

conclusions put forward are still temporary, and will change if no strong evidence is found to support the 

next stage of data collection. However, if the conclusions put forward at the initial stage are supported by 

valid evidence and constituents when the researcher returns to the field to collect data, then the conclusions 

put forward are credible conclusions. 

 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Observation Results 

a. Gonenggati Folktale 

One of the famous oral cultural heritages in Donggala Regency, Central Sulawesi, is the 

Gonenggati folktale. This story contains moral values and local wisdom that have been passed down, 

especially from the indigenous Donggala community, from generation to generation. The results of the 

study, however, show that not all people know this story, especially for new arrivals. This is due to the lack 

of written documentation and the fact that this story is not included in formal lessons in elementary schools. 

In addition, people who know the Gonenggati story usually know it through stories told by parents 

or local traditional figures. This story is starting to be less well-known by the younger generation because 

there are no preservation efforts in the form of books or digital media. As a result, the Gonenggati folktale 

must be revived by the local government and educational institutions so that it can be used as a learning 

resource that increases students' cultural insight. 

 

b. Regional Song Posisani 

One of the most popular traditional songs in Donggala Regency and Central Sulawesi is Posisani. 

This song not only serves as entertainment, but also shows the cultural values of the Kaili people, especially 

in terms of friendliness and social interaction. The lyrics of this song invite people to dance together and 

make friends, showing the brotherhood and openness of the Donggala people. This song has become a 

cultural identity that strengthens the sense of solidarity among the local people because of its unique melody 

and the use of the Kaili language. 

However, the younger generation is currently more familiar with modern music than regional 

songs, although this song is still widely known. As a result, efforts must be made to preserve the Posisani 

song so that it remains known and appreciated by the next generation through teaching in schools, cultural 

performances, and the use of digital media. Regional songs such as Posisani can also help foreigners learn 

about Kaili culture and language. 
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c. The Uniqueness of Pusentasi Tourism 

One of the popular tourist attractions in Donggala Regency is the Sea Center. The largest natural 

well in the world, with clear salt water and directly connected to the sea, attracts local and foreign tourists. 

This is a unique place that is not seen much in other places. The Pusentasi tourist attraction is more attractive 

because of its white sand and shining sea water. This tour is also part of the identity of the Donggala people, 

who live based on the sea. 

Pusentasi still needs more management and promotion even though it has a lot of tourism potential. 

In order for visitors to get the best experience, supporting facilities such as transportation, accommodation, 

and information about the history and uniqueness of Pusentasi must be improved. In addition, the 

sustainability of tourism based on local wisdom can be improved by involving local communities in tourism 

management. 

 

Interview Results 

a) Interview with teachers 

The results of the interview with the fourth grade homeroom teacher at Banawa 18 Elementary 

School showed that the local Kaili culture in Donggala Regency consists of the Posisani folk song, the 

Gonenggati folk tale, and the Pusentasi or Sea Center tour. These three aspects of culture still exist in the 

community, although students' understanding of them varies. According to Mrs. S, the fourth grade 

homeroom teacher, students are more familiar with the Posisani folk song than other cultural elements. This 

is due to the fact that the song is often sung during school activities, such as competitions and celebrations 

of big days. This song is also taught in families and communities, making it easier for students to remember. 

However, the interview also found that students still understand the Gonenggati folk tale and the 

Pusentasi journey very well. Although they know that the Pusentasi tour exists, students do not know about 

the history or origins of the natural phenomenon. In addition, the younger generation is now less familiar 

with the Gonenggati legend, which used to be popular in Donggala Regency. One of the reasons students 

do not understand the Gonenggati folk tale is because the material taught in schools is not included. 

Therefore, teachers hope that local culture-based learning can be more included in the curriculum to give 

students the opportunity to learn about and preserve their own local culture. 

 

b) Interview with students 

As shown by an interview conducted with one of the fourth grade students at Banawa 18 

Elementary School, students' understanding of Kaili local culture is limited to the Posisani folk song and 

the Pusentasi tourist attraction. Students said that they often hear the Posisani song because it is taught by 

their teacher at school and sung in various activities. Students do not know much about the Gonenggati folk 

legend or the Pusentasi tourist attraction. This shows that history and culture have not become the most 

important components of learning in schools. 

Students can only mention the Posisani song when asked about other Kaili local cultures. They do 

not know the story of Gonenggati because it is not taught at school or in their family environment. In 

addition, students also stated that the 2013 Curriculum textbooks in the 2017 edition do not discuss local 

folklore extensively enough. This means that students do not know much about their local culture. 

Therefore, it is very important for schools to start studying local folklore and history. This will help students 

better understand and appreciate their local cultural heritage. 

 

c) Interviews with community leaders 

Some local Kaili cultures are still alive in Donggala Regency, according to interviews with local 

community leaders. The Gonenggati folktale and the Posisani folk song are included in this culture. 

However, the community leaders also stated that the Gonenggati folktale is only known by a small number 

of the native population of Donggala Regency today. This is because more and more immigrants are settling 
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in Donggala from outside the region, which has caused this folktale to change into a new culture brought 

by immigrants. In addition, there are no written records of the Gonenggati story, so it only survives in oral 

form and can be lost quickly if not passed on to the next generation. 

However, the Posisani regional song is still very popular with the community because it is often 

sung at various big events, such as traditional celebrations and cultural festivals. The event at the Donggala 

Regency Governor's Field once performed this song, showing that the song is still attached to the hearts of 

the community. By incorporating local Kaili culture into formal education, the community leader also 

emphasized the importance of preserving cultural heritage. He hopes that folklore such as Gonenggati will 

be included in school lessons and taught to students through various creative approaches, such as drama 

performances or project-based learning. Thus, the next generation has the ability to better understand and 

preserve local culture. 

Since 2017, the 2013 Curriculum has been implemented at Banawa 18 Public Elementary School. 

In the learning process, the effectiveness of learning is greatly influenced by the interaction of students with 

teachers, teaching materials, delivery methods, and learning resources (Asad et al., 2021; Susana & 

Nwanya, 2024). The 2013 Curriculum emphasizes strengthening the character of national education, which 

means that learning must be rooted in the nation's culture. This is in line with the rationalization of the 

orientation of material on local culture and wisdom as the philosophical foundation of the national education 

curriculum that education is rooted in the nation's culture (Pang et al., 2021; Suprapto et al., 2021). 

Indonesia's ethnic wealth consists of local cultures, which have unique characteristics in each 

region. The Kaili community tradition is one of the local cultures in Donggala Regency, Central Sulawesi 

(Suntoro et al., 2023; Septiwiharti & Mutawakkil, 2023). These include the Gonenggati folklore, Posisani 

regional songs, and Pusentasi tourism. These three cultural components have educational value that can be 

used to teach in schools to prevent cultural extinction along with the development of the times. 

 

1. Gonenggati Folktale 

The results of interviews with community leaders show that the Gonenggati folktale is only known 

by a small number of the indigenous population of Donggala Regency. Until now, this story is only known 

by older people who have told it orally from generation to generation. As part of folklore, folklore is a 

tradition that has existed in a society and is often passed down from generation to generation (Ogwu & 

Osawaru, 2022; Khairani & Wiradnyana, 2023). 

The Gonenggati story was very popular among the Banawa in the past, but the current generation 

is starting to forget it. The influence of globalization has made the younger generation less interested in 

understanding their cultural heritage, which is a major challenge in preserving local culture (Mekonnen et 

al., 2022). When the Gonenggati folktale is included in learning, the values contained in it can be preserved 

and passed on to the next generation. 

 

2. Posisani Regional Song 

The Posisani regional song is one of the traditional songs of Central Sulawesi that is still known by 

the people there. In addition to having a beautiful and melancholic melody, this song discusses longing, 

love, and human relationships. Traditional musical instruments such as gambus and drums are usually used 

to accompany this song. Local songs are usually sung in the local language and are part of the cultural 

identity of the community (Gunara et al., 2022; Huang, 2023). 

As shown by the interview conducted with the fourth grade homeroom teacher of Banawa 18 

Elementary School, students are more familiar with the Posisani song than other local cultures. This is 

because the song is often played at various events, such as school competitions. Students still do not 

understand the meaning and history of this song. Regional songs, therefore, can be used as an interesting 

learning tool to teach local cultural values to students. 
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3. Pusentasi Tourism 

Pusat Laut, also known as "Pusentasi", is a unique tourist spot in Donggala Regency that has the 

shape of a natural giant well on the beach. This well has clear, bluish salt water, with a diameter of about 

ten meters and a depth of about seven meters. Kaili language means "Pusen" means center and "Tasi" means 

sea. Because there is an underground channel connecting the well to the sea, the ebb and flow of the well 

water is similar to sea water. Pusentasi tourism has great potential to develop marine tourism because of 

the beauty of the beach and the unique ecosystem around it. However, the results of interviews with teachers 

and students showed that students only know the existence of this place. They do not know about its origins 

or cultural values. Therefore, educational tourism must be included in learning as part of local wisdom so 

that students gain cultural insight (Dabamona et al., 2021; Lestari & Suyanto, 2024). 

 

4. Integration of Local Culture in Learning 

According to an interview conducted with the homeroom teacher of grade IV of Banawa 18 Public 

Elementary School, there has been no systematic effort to incorporate the Gonenggati folklore, the Posisani 

song, and the Pusentasi tour into the learning process. In addition, the results of observations indicate that 

the community and students are less aware of this culture. Therefore, there is a need for an approach to 

introduce it to the younger generation through learning in schools. 

A literature study of thematic books for grade IV shows that several themes in the 2013 Curriculum 

can be integrated with local culture, such as: 

• Theme 1 “The Beauty of Diversity”, which discusses cultural diversity and can be linked to the 

local Kaili culture. 

• Theme 5 “My Heroes”, which discusses the legacy of community figures and can be linked to the 

Gonenggati folklore. 

• Theme 7 “The Beauty of Togetherness in My Country”, which discusses the diversity of ethnic 

groups and folklore. 

• Theme 8 “My Home Area”, which highlights the uniqueness of a particular area and can be 

integrated with Pusentasi tourism. 

• Theme 9 “The Richness of My Country”, which discusses the natural wealth of the area and is 

relevant to Pusentasi tourism potential. 

By incorporating local culture into the learning process, it is not only expected to maintain local 

culture, but also to foster students' life skills and character (Syam et al., 2024). Education based on local 

wisdom can help preserve culture and instill noble values in the younger generation (Agus et al., 2021; 

Handayani et al., 2023). Therefore, learning based on the local Kaili culture in Donggala Regency can be 

beneficial for students because it can help them understand and appreciate their cultural heritage and ensure 

the sustainability of culture in the modern era.  

This study has a direct impact on the Donggala community, especially in efforts to preserve the 

local Kaili culture. These findings can be used as a guideline for schools in Donggala to incorporate local 

culture into their curriculum. In addition, this study helps local governments create educational policies that 

are more inclusive of local culture. This helps them raise awareness among the younger generation about 

the importance of preserving their cultural heritage. In other words, this study can be a model for other 

regions that want to develop learning policies based on local wisdom. Many local cultures are beginning to 

be marginalized by foreign cultural influences during the era of globalization. By integrating local cultures 

into the curriculum, this research contributes to maintaining the diversity of world cultures and enriching 

local wisdom-based educational approaches that can be applied in various countries with similar challenges. 

Although this study provides valuable insights into how to incorporate local culture into learning, 

there are some issues that need to be considered. This study was limited to one location and used an 

exploratory interview method, which requires more in-depth research, and there is no written 

documentation of the Gonenggati folklore, which makes this study more dependent on oral stories from 
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figures. Further research can be conducted in other schools in Donggala Regency and surrounding areas to 

obtain broader results. To be more attractive to the younger generation, future research can create digital or 

multimedia-based teaching materials that combine Gonenggati folklore, Posisani songs, and Pusentasi 

tourism. Further research can use experimental methods to measure the effectiveness of local culture-based 

learning in improving students' understanding and appreciation of their cultural heritage. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the study conducted on the Identification of Kaili Local Culture as a 

Learning Source on the Theme of My Living Environment in grade IV of Banawa 18 Elementary School, 

it can be concluded that the Kaili local culture in Donggala Regency, Banawa District can be used as a 

learning source is the Gonenggati folklore, which is relevant to Theme 1 “The Beauty of Togetherness”, 

Theme 5 “My Heroes” and Theme 7 “The Beauty of My Country's Diversity” in sub-theme 1 of learning 

1. The Posisani song which is relevant to Theme 1 “The Beauty of Togetherness” and Theme 8 “My Home 

Area” and Pusentasi (Sea Center) tourism which is relevant to Theme 1 “The Beauty of Togetherness”, 

Theme 8 “My Home Area” and Theme 9 “The Richness of My Country”. This aims to instill knowledge in 

students so that the authenticity of folklore and regional songs can also be known in full and 

comprehensively, not only known by a handful of people. So that this Kaili culture can survive from time 

to time or to the next generation. Integrating Kaili culture into learning resources is a good step that makes 

it easier for students to know what local cultures are in their area. 

The results of the study show that schools can preserve and introduce local culture to students by 

integrating local culture into learning. In addition, teachers are expected to better understand and teach the 

diversity of local cultures in their area to be applied in learning. In addition, future researchers are advised 

to conduct more in-depth and comprehensive research so that they can expand their knowledge and make 

greater contributions to the preservation of local culture. 
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